The long-term outcome of hepatitis B infection in hemodialysis patients.
Little information on the long-term outcome of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in hemodialysis patients is available. We studied 49 hemodialysis patients, seen at three centers between 1969 and 1985, who developed HBV infection. Patients were studied retrospectively and followed for up to 10 years (mean 52 +/- 5 months). Only 20% (n = 10) of patients converted to hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) negative, the majority of whom did so within 6 months of becoming HBsAg positive. Twenty-nine percent (n = 14) of patients developed chronic elevation of liver enzymes which remitted in one patient. Only one patient died from liver disease. We conclude that HBV infection in hemodialysis patients more often results in persistent antigenemia and chronic elevation of liver enzymes than is the case in patients without kidney disease. However, the risk of death from liver disease is low.